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Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

The high level of scholarship on the part of the faculty at PTS never ceases to
amaze and interest me. In November, the Rev. Dr. Ron Cole-Turner will
demonstrate yet again why I make that observation—his latest book,
Transhumanism and Transcendence: Christian Hope in an Age of Technological
Advancement, becomes available. Even a quick review of the back-cover
summary makes me eager to read the book in depth. Here is what it says:

The timeless human desire to be more beautiful, intelligent, healthy, athletic, or
young has given rise in our time to technologies of human enhancement. Athletes
use drugs to increase their strength or stamina and cosmetic surgery is widely
used to improve physical appearance. And today researchers are exploring
technologies such as cell regeneration and implantable devices that interact
directly with the brain. Some condemn these developments as a new kind of
cheating—not just in sports but in life itself—promising rewards without effort and
depriving us most of all of what it means to be authentic human beings.
Transhumanists, on the other hand, reject what they see as a rationalizing of
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human limits, as if being human means being content forever with underachieving
bodies and brains. To be human, they insist, is to be restless with possibilities,
always eager to transcend biological limits.

As the debate grows in urgency, how should theology respond? Christian
theologians recognize truth on both sides of the argument, pointing out how the
yearnings of the transhumanists—if not their technological methods—find deep
affinities in Christian belief. In this volume, Ronald Cole-Turner has joined
seasoned scholars and younger, emerging voices together to bring fresh insight
into the technologies that are already reshaping the future of Christian life and
hope.

Wow. What a timely, culturally relevant work of scholarship—one that Ron's
colleagues are already calling "the most important debate on Christian
transhumanism that I have ever read" and "mandatory reading" on the topic. And
it's not his first such book—it's his seventh.

Installed 15 years ago in the H. Parker Sharp Chair of Theology and Ethics at
Pittsburgh Seminary, Ron Cole-Turner has for many years been a leading voice in
important national and international debates at the intersection of theology and
science. How privileged our students are to be preparing for Christian ministries
under professors such as Dr. Cole-Turner.

Here's to good reading,

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

WMI Hosts Discernment Event

World Mission Initiative will host "Discerning Your Call to Mission" Sat., Nov. 5
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This event is designed to instruct and guide those who
may sense a call to missionary service. Nancy Calvacante, coordinator of mission
service recruitment for PCUSA; Andrew and Teri Adair, directors of the Antioch
Partners and former missionaries to Central Asia; and Jen Haddox, associate
director of the World Mission Initiative, will lead the sessions. Individuals and
church groups are welcome. Admission and lunch are free. Register by e-mailing
wmi@pts.edu or calling 412-924-1402. Visit www.worldmissioninitiative.org to
learn more about WMI.

Bible Lands Museum Welcomes Archaeologist John Darnell

The Seminary's Bible Lands Museum will host archaeologist John Darnell,
professor of Egyptology at Yale University, Thurs., Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. During his
lecture, Darnell will address "Nubians, Alphabets, and Bread Forms—New Light
on the Second Intermediate Period in Egypt's Western Desert." The vast deserts
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stretching west of the Nile Valley—although today virtually uninhabited
wastelands—were once crisscrossed by large ancient highways. Work along
these ancient roads has led to new perspectives on Egyptian history and even
sheds light on the origins of the alphabet. Learn more during the upcoming
discussion. A reception will follow the lecture, which is free and open to the public.
The Bible Lands Museum will be open to visitors from 6:00-7:15 p.m. and after the
lecture. Contact the Museum at 412-924-1394 for more information.

CE Event Explores Meditation for Cancer Patients

The Office of Continuing Education will host "Spiritually Focused Meditation for
Cancer Patients: A Unique Healing Approach for Use in Clinical and Pastoral
Settings" Fri., Nov. 18, from 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Brenda Cole and Clare Hopkins
will lead the event. The pair has been developing and testing spiritually-focused
meditation interventions for cancer patients for the past 10 years. Their research
and clinical experiences have given them a unique opportunity to learn from
patients the ways in which spirituality and religion are woven into the cancer
journey, at times evoking profound spiritual struggles and at times offering
meaning and comfort in the midst of human suffering. The Seminary is approved
by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for
psychologists. Psychologists, social workers, marriage and family therapists, and
professional counselors who complete this course can earn 0.4 CE credits.
Registration fee is $70 per person. Contact the Office of Continuing Education
at 412-924-1345 or ConEd@pts.edu to register for this event. Brochure and
Registration form

Advent Devotional Available Online

Beginning the First Sunday in Advent and running through Christmas, the
Seminary will offer an online Advent devotional. This year, we are updating the
Seminary's website throughout the Advent season with devotionals written by full-
time, adjunct, and former faculty members. To read this year's devotionals, visit
the Seminary's website at www.pts.edu/Devotional. You can also sign up to
receive daily e-mails. To sign up, please scroll to the bottom of this e-mail. Click
"preferences." A new page will open. In the upper right corner, click "Advent
Devotional". You will then get the daily messages just as you get this monthly
communiqué. If you received the devotional last year, no need to sign up again.
We will automatically send it to you. Blessings to you and yours in the upcoming
Advent season!


